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Films, TV Shows, & Public TV Documentaries on Business/Organizational/Professional Ethics 
Compiled by George Cheney, University of Utah
· “Modern Times” (1930s)—on dehumanization of factory system

· “Metropolis” (1930s)—on dehumanization of regimented society
· “Salt of the Earth” (1953)—about a successful strike by New Mexican workers in 1952
· “Obedience” (1960s, documentary)—with footage of Stanley Milgram’s (in)famous experiments on authority
· “Network” (1970s)—on power and corruption in the TV industry
· “Norma Rae” (1970s)—on labor organizing against unjust work conditions
· “All The President’s Men” (1970s)—on political corruption
· “Matewan” (1980s)—an almost impossible labor organizing effort in a corrupt company town
· “Brazil” (1980s)—paralleling Orwell’s 1984 

· “Wall Street” (1980s)—on corporate greed and individual ambition
· “Karoshi” (1980s, Japan)—documentary on death by overwork
· “Local Hero” (1980s)
· “Roger & Me” (1980s)—on corporate downsizing and what is now called “offshoring”
· “Brassed Off” (late 1980s or early 90s)--about the closing down of a pit and  deindustrialization in Thatcher’s Britain
· “Robocop” (early 1990s)—about militarization of society
· “Class Action” (1990)—about two family members as lawyers being on opposite sides of a class-action suit 
· “The Firm” (1990s)—on ambition, integrity, and family-work tensions related to a legal firm
· “Glengarry Glen Ross” (1990s)—on ambition, the market, and personal integrity
· “Quiz Show” (1990s)—on ethical breaches in a TV game show and decision making at multiple levels of corporate structure
· “A Few Good Men” (1990s)—on covering up a military scandal 
· “The Insider” (1990s)—on whistleblowing in the tobacco industry 
·  “McLibel” (1990s, BBC)—on the two individuals in the U.K. who challenged McDonald’s advertising claims on multiple grounds
· “Running Out of Time” (1990s, PBS)—on pace of life and its implications for human relations
· “Affluenza” (1990s, PBS)—on what has been called “the poverty of affluence,” with varied examples
· “Fight Club” (1990s)—on routine, dehumanization, and masculinity
· “The Evolution of Society:  The History of Work” (1999)
· “Erin Brockovich” (2000)—on an individual’s and a community’s campaign against corporate injustice
· “Boiler Room” (2000)—on ambition , work pressures, and ethical lapses in a financial firm
· “Human Resources” (2001, France)—on the pressures associated with the 35-hour work week in France
· “Bread and Roses” (2001)—on the Justice for Janitors movement in Los Angeles
· “Merchants of Cool” (2001)—on marketing (especially to young people), style, and lifestyle
· “Survivor” TV series and other “reality show” spin-offs (2001-->) on ethics of competition and “teamwork”
· “The Office” (2001-2003, BBC)—treats some issues such as sexual harassment, downsizing, and ambition
· “Trading Democracy” (2002)—With Bill Moyers
· “The Bottom Line:  Privatizing the World” (2002)
· “The Fog of War” (2004)—on professional loyalty, moral responsibility, and just war
· “The Corporation” (2004)—on ethical dimensions of corporate personhood
· “The Apprentice” (2004, 2005)—on market ethics
· “The Persuaders” (PBS, 2004)—on ethics of advertising in industry and politics
· “In Good Company” (2004)—on ethics of ambition and definitions of success
· “Trade Secrets” (2004)—documentary on unethical decisions in the vinyl chloride industry
· “Dust to Dust” (2004) and “Libby, Montana” (2004)—both documentaries on the asbestos industry
· “Enron:  The Smartest Guys in the Room” (2005)—includes memos and other documentation of corporate decisions in the famous case
·  “The Overworked American” (2004)—based on Juliet Schor’s 1992 book
·  “Wal-Mart:  The High Cost of Low Price” (2005)
· “The Office” (U.S., 2005)
· “Now:  The Spin Cycle, on “Plamegate”” (October 28, 2005)
· “Whose Life Is It Anyway” (10/30/2005)—on corporate control over employee health
· “The Torture Question”—PBS, “Frontline” (2005)
· “News Hour Business Anthology,” PBS (2005)
· “Ethics and Social Responsibility in Business” (2004)
·  “No Logo” (year?)—based on Naomi Klein’s bestseller
· “The Efficiency Expert” (year?)—about a consultant hired to “modernize” a slipper factory
· “The Next Industrial Revolution” (year?)
· “Other People’s Money” (year?)
· “The Hudsucker Proxy” (year?)
· “The Bank” (year?)
· “A Dangerous Business” (year?)
