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Engagement arises from the recognition that our private, public, and work spheres are inextricably woven together.  All three areas suffer if we treat our profession as separate from our personal lives and our civic duties.  The beauty of the dissertation process is that it often forces this awareness upon us; I know I am not the first doctoral candidate to see connections to her topic around every corner.  In contrast, I was much more hesitant to push my students in a similar direction.  I will briefly reflect on a service-learning assignment that we added to our Public Speaking curriculum in 2006.  
Along with two other teaching assistants (Hamilton Bean and Laura Tan), I developed a speaking assignment that integrated Monroe’s Motivated Sequence and a volunteer experience.  We wanted the “need” step in MMS to arise from a concrete, actionable issue so volunteering was a natural fit.  Before we implanted the assignment, however, I felt guilty for requesting so much of our students’ private resources. I wondered how they would manage transportation issues and scheduling conflicts.  Looking back, I realize that I was most concerned that they would resent me as a teacher for pushing academic requirements into their private time.  Indeed, the students grumbled when the assignment was presented.  Despite their initial complaints, these speeches were some of the most memorable of the course.  I think that this was the case for the same reason that the assignment was initially resisted.  Speaking about a community issue freed the students from the burden of individuality.  They no longer had to think of a reason why they were especially unique or convince us that we should care about their favorite hobby.  At the same time, they were able to use personal experiences as evidence.  This connection between the civic realm and their private lives was pedagogically important because our students should not see their studies as separate from the world they inhabit.  
Although initially daunting for both the students and myself, the assignment positively challenged our assumptions about appropriate course requirements.  The community benefited from hundreds of volunteers, and I hope that some of the students chose to continue volunteering on their own.  Just as importantly, this assignment served as a reminder that higher education is an investment in the individual so that that individual may enrich the larger community.
